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JAMES PRICE POINT — LAND CLEARING 

3218. Hon Robin Chapple to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for State Development 

I refer to land clearing at James Price Point, and question 969 answered by the Minister on 18 November 2010, 
and I ask — 

(1) What evidence does the Minister have that the north east access track is a historical track, and will the 
Minister table this evidence? 

(2) What permits are required for the geotechnical work currently being undertaken by Woodside on the 
north east access track, and will the Minister table these permits? 

(3) How is a historical track defined and is it an offence to clear more than 5 meters of a historical track? 

(4) Does the clearing of a historical track have to take place on the original alignment and is it an offence to 
clear outside the original alignment? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 

Department of State Development advises: 

(1) Records show that the "North East Access Track" has been cleared at least since the 1980s.  The 
relevant maps are publicly available from Landgate. 

(2) Woodside obtained a permit under section 91 of the Land Administration Act 1997 to enter land for site 
investigations.   

(3)-(4) "Historical" is not defined in legislation.  Regulation 5, item 15 of the Environmental Protection 
(Clearing of Native Vegetation) Regulations 2004 commits clearing of land that was previously 
lawfully cleared for the purpose of maintaining a vehicular or walking track to 5 metres in width.  The 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 and the Environmental Protection (Clearing of Native Vegetation) 
Regulations 2004 provide a number of exemptions from the requirement for a clearing permit.  The 
Department of Environment and Conservation is responsible for administering these statutes and the 
appropriate agency to respond if further information is required on this matter. 

 


